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My Lord, 37 | 


1 AM very g 

the ip} Fortune to think the ſame Way with 
your Lordſhip, becauſe I have very long ſuffer d 
great deal of Pain in reflecting upon à certain Vi. 
rulence, with which my Zeal has, heretofore, tranſ- 
ported me to treat your Lordſhip's Perſon and 


Character. 1 do proteſt to you, exceptiug in the 


firſt Smart of my Diſgrace, and Expulſion out of the 


Houſe of Commons, I never writ; any thing that 


ought to diſpleaſe you, but with a reluctant Heart, 


and in Oppoſition to much Good-will and Eſteem 


for your many great. and uncommon Talents: 
And I take the Liberty to ſay thus publickly to 


your ſelf, what I have! often: ſaid to others, on the 


Subject of my behaviour to you. I never had any 
other Reaſon to leſſen my Lord of O— 
that which Brutus had to ſtab Ceſar,the Love of my 
Country: Your Lordſhip will, I hope, believe there 
cannot be a more voluntary, unreſtrain'd Repara- 
tion made to a Man, than that I now make to you 


in begging your Pardon thus publickly for ever 
thing I have ſpoken or written to your Diſadvan- - 


tage, foreign to the Argument and Cauſe which I 
was then laboùring to ſupport. You will pleale 
to believe I could not have been fo inſenſible a5 


not 


L {+ | 
lad of an Occaſion, whefein I have 


d than 


not to be touch'd with the Generoſity of part of 
vour Conduct towards me, or have omitted to ac- 
knowledge it accordingly, if I had not thought 
that your very Virtue was dangerous; and that it 
was (as the World then ſtood) abſolutely neceſſary 
to depreciate ſo adventurous a genius ſurrounded 
with ſo much Power as your Lordſhip then had. I 
tranſgreſsd, my Lord, againſt you when you c 
make twelye Peers in a Day: I ask your Pardon, 
when you area private Nobleman; and as I told 
you, when I reſign'd the Stamp-Office, 1 wind 
you all Proſperity, conſiſtent with thePublickGood ; 
ſo I now congratulate you upon the Pleaſure you 
muſt needs have, in looking back upon the true \ 
Fortitude with which you have paſgd through the ; 
Dangers ariſing from the Rage of the People, and 
the Envy of the reſt of the World. If to have 


J rightly judged of Men's Paſſions and Prejudices, Vi- | 
4 ces and Virtues, Intereſts and Inclinations, and to \ 
4 have waited with Skill and Courage for proper 
ox Seaſons and Incidents to make uſe of them, for a | 


Man's Safety and Honour, can adminiſter Pleaſure 


0 to à Man of Senſe and Spirit, your Lordſhip has 
* aàbundant Cauſe of Satisfaction. 3 
5 In Confidence that you will accept of my Sorrow 
* and Repentance for the unprovok'd Liberties I 
have taken in my former Writings, I make you my 
” Patron in this preſent Diſcourſe on the greateſt Oc- 
=. | caſion that has, perhaps, ever happen'd in England: 
4 Your Lordſhip will ſee J write in haſte, and the 
rc | Neceſlity of preſling forward to be time enough 
4 to be of any Uſe, will excuſe the Failures in Stile 
-_ and Expreſſion. 1 ſhall therefore immediately fall 
oy into the Matter of the Bill, which 1 fear may 


11 change this free State into the worſt of all Tyran- 
nies, that of Ariſtocracy : I ſhall ſupport my Rea · 
ſons for that Terror, by running through the ſe- 
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veral May, of it, and making it appear that this 
is more li 
can be ſupposgd will attend ſuch a Law as this 


would be : The whole Tenor of it is very un- 


fortunately put together, if any thing but an Ad- 


dition of Power to the Peers is intended by it. I 


believe, My Lord, all mankind will allow that the 


only plauſible Reaſon for this Law, is what your 


Lordſhip remembers as well as I; but the Pream- 
ble aſſigns no ſuch Reaſon, but ſays that ſixteen 
Peers of Scotland, by Reaſon of many new Crea- 
tions ſince the Union, are not a ſufficient and pro- 
portionable Repreſentative of that Nobility, and 
therefore they ſhall hereafter not be repreſented 


at all, but a Thing much more ſuitable to the Peer- - 


age of Scotland ought to be done for them, to wit, 


That twenty five of them ſhould, at all Times hereafter, 
have hereditary Seats in Parliament. I always imagin'd 


no one was Judge of what was ſuitable to a Man 
but himſelf; and 1 ſee no Manner of Comfort that 
it can poſſibly be to one who has any thing taken 
from him, that the. Poſſeſſion of it is more ſuita- 
bly plac'd : How is it ſuitable to the Peerage of Scot- 
land, that inſtead of having a Repreſentative of ſix- 
teen ſitting by their Election, they are hereafter to 
be favour'd with having five and twenty there in- 


ſtead of them, and not one there in their Behalf; 


It is, my Lord, very much below Noblemen to uſe 


Cunning and Artifice ; and it muſt be allow'd. that 


and candid Uſurpation imaginable, But tho' this | 


oy 


the Peers of Scotland cannot complain of any thing 
like being trick*d, but their potential Seats in Parli- 
ament are bar'd and taken from them, not by Col- 
Infion and double Dealing, but the moſt unreſerv'd 


is done with ſo much Eaſe, and no Reaſon given but 
that they who do it are pleag'd to ſay, It is moſt ſuita- 
ble, it is to be preſum'd thoſe whoſe Conſent is ne- 

Z | ceſlary 
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ely than any other Conſequence that 
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ceſſary for the diveſting innocent Men of their Li- 


berty and Honour, will deſire ſome better Account 
of the Matter before they deprive their Fellow-Sub- 
Jes; Icannot but from a natural Deteſtation of 
Injuſtice ſay, that it is the higheſt Wrong done to 


the Indulgence mention'd a little after in the Pream- 


ble, to expect it will be granted in Favour of any 
Men, in Wrong of any other. And I will not doubt 
but the faithful Commons will alarm that Benig- 
nity from being employed to the Deſtruction of it 
ſelf, or Oppreſſion of others. I hope the beſt Man, 
and beſt Prince in the World will be Gracious, ſb 


as to have it always in his Power to be Gracious. 


am ſure He will never give His People any Rea- 


ſon to complain but of His teo great Goodneſs : 


Happy the Sovereign, and happy the People, when 
exceſſive Grace is all that is to be feared from 


him: Doctor Barnet compliments King William, Nun 
te fortem Dicimus, ſed Querimur. This Nation may 


lay at this Time the ſame thing to Her Monarch. 
We do not only acknowledge, but bewail that he is ſo Gra- 


C1045. | 


But to come cloſe to the Point. The Peers of 
Scotland have an Indefeaſible Right by the Act 
of Union to be Elected, and to ſerve in Parliament 
as Peers of Great-Britain, in the Manner therein 
ſtipulated ; and it would be but more cruel, not 


more «njuſt, to take from them their Lives and 


Fortunes, as this Honour and Privilege which 
their Anceſtors purchas'd by the frequent Hazard 
of theirs. The Terms of this Union are Plain 
and Abſolute 3 nor can there be any Privilege, 
Liberty, or Property, ſecur'd by it to the meaneſt 
Subject of either Nation, violated or alter'd againſt 
his Will, and no Satisfactory Reparation done 


him, without Infringement of the whole Act, and 
leaving the Perſons ſo injur'd, at large as Inno- 


cent 


A —— — es adi I — 2 


* \ 
cent Outlaws, at Liberty to avenge by [Force, 
what was done by Force; for Protection and O- 
bedience are reciprocal, and the withdrawing the 
one, diſcharges the other. What then is the Con- 
dition of theſe unhappy Men, who are to be dive- 
ſted of their Rights, and Privileges of Subjects, Ne 

and yet no doubt to be deem'd Traitors, ſhould 
they fly to any Foreign Power, or Invador of by 
that Nation, which has in the deareſt and greateſt 
Conſiderations, (thoſe of Honour and D iſt inction) I 


made them Foreigners? But I will argue this b 

Point from the Nature ef Power in General. — 
Power as it is to be exerted by Men over Men, 

muſt be directed according to Nature, Juſtice and the 

Reaſon ; the firſt obvious Step from Confuſion and on 

Anarchy towards ſuch a Power, is Submiſſion to Be 


the Will of one Great Good Man; but ſuch is for 
the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of the Greateſt and 
Beſt for ſuch a Charge, that ;every Abatement, Ey 
Limitation, and Diviſion of that Power which was . 

at firſt Deſpotick, are ſo many Improvements of in 
Government. The Legiſlature of theſe Kingdoms, et 
in ſpight of many Convullions, has reſted in three thi 


States; but neither this, or any other Form, can the 
preſerve it ſelf, but according to the Rules of Ju- 
mice and Honour; Power ſeparated from them is Res 
Brute-Force, and becomes Violence, which is in- 1 
conſiſtent with Reaſon and Nature, according to ung 


which, it is as juſt a Maxim to fay, The Legiſlature 
can do no Wrong, as to ſay, The King can do no 
Wrong ; for to do Wrong, is not do as becometh 
a Legiſiature, or becometh a King, and therefore 
not in the Power of either, | 1 

If we ſhould ſuppoſe the State to commit Inju- 
ſtice, it would in that Act be as deſtructive of it 
ſelf, as of the Perſons violated; for it would ceaſe don! 
to be a Congregation of Men living under * 

| and 


and begin to be a Coll 
ſupporting themſelves by Force and Strength; it 
is therefore certain that it is impoſſible and againſt 
hing, the Legiſlature 


ection of Robbers and Pirates 


the very Nature of the 1 
ſhould do Injuſtice. | 


The Terms of the Union cannot be revok'd 


without diſunfting the Kingdoms; for after that 


is done, they are nolonger held together by Law, 


but by Force, and the Power which keeps us to- 


Legal, not Righteous; for a Law not ſupported 


by Juſtice, is in it felf Null and Void; nor are 


the Makers of it Legiſlators, but Oppreſſors. 
Thus then it apears, without. any poſſible Con- 
tradition, that the Parliament of Great-Britain 
cannor exclude the Peers of Scotland from the 
Benefit of the Twenty-third Article in the Act 
for the Union, without becoming an Arbitrary 

Power acting with an Indifference to Good and 
Evil, on the Foundation of Might only, 

- Now,. as Men are attempting what is not 
in their Power to do, according to Honeſty, and' 
therefore not in their Power to do all, one would 
think this were enough to ſay againſt it; but 
the World is ſo corrupt, that an Argument that 
a thing is inconvenient, is more forcible than 


- 


Reaſons to prove a thing unjuſt, | 


I ſhall go on then to urge, that We are ſafer 


under the Prerogative in the King, than we can 
be under an Ariſtocracy. J 
The Prerogative is a Power in the Severeigu, not 


expreſsd or deſcribed by the Laws, but to be ex- 


efted in the Preſervation of them, by the Rule 
of the general Good, And it you could prove, 
that the Buſineſs of the Twelve Gentlemen was 
done purely to fave the Nation, and that it was 
done tor the Good of the Whole, the Stateſman, 

TY | Who 


gether muſt be Arbitrary, and not Legal, or if 
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An 
who advis'd it, would deſerve the Thanks of all 
Mankind for expoſing himſelf to the Miſinterpre- 
tation and Reſentment of future Parliaments for 
the Good of his Fellow-Subjets. I ſay, Sir, the 
Fault is not in the Power, but the Miſapplication 


of it: And in judging of this Matter we are to 


carry our Thoughts beyond the Age we live in, 


and abſtract ourſelves from the little Quarrels and 


Animoſitiesof our Time, and conſider, if this Powe 


er may not be proper to be lodg'd in the Chief 
Magiſtrate of this Kingdom a Hundred Years 


hence. The Magiſtracy of the King of England 
will be diſabled if this Power is taken away; and 


we are to expect Protection, as well as fear Op- 


preſſion from it. And, my Lord, had I time, I 
am confident I could cite you as many Inſtances 


of Preſervation from the Preragative in good 


Princes, as of Violation from arbitrary ones. I 


believe it will puzzle all the Civilians in the World 
to account for the Behaviour of theS—x—n L—dg 


on this Occaſion. For though a Deputy or Re- 
8 Yi has indeed full Right to act for his 
rincipal or Conſtituent in as ample and effectual 
Manner as if it were ſuch his Principal himſelf, 
who did all which he the Repreſentative act at 


the ſame time, it is, from Reaſon and Equity, un. 


derſtood, that theſe Acts ſhould be for his Conſti- 
tuent's Good and Intereſt, and never can be con. 


ſtrued to extend to the taking all the Conſtituents 


Property, and convert ng his Authority to act 


for h im, into a Power to act againſt him; much leſs 


for veiting in himſelf the Repreſentative, the 


Right intruſted by the Principal  _ 5 
1 will not pretend to doubt but that thoſe noble Per- 


ſenages have under the Hands and Seals of all, and e- 
very of their Eleflors, the Peers of Scotland, full Pom- 
er and Authority for this Alteration ; without which 


Authority 


„ 
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PLL 25, 
Authority this Proceeding cannot be.reconcil'd to common 
Honeſty. But I will aver, that if the thirty odd, who 
are to he enobled by this Bill, are to be made up by pre- 
ſent Members of the Houſe of Commons, ſuch Mem- 
bers ars to climb to Honour through Infamy. Nor 
can I imagine nhat Comfort reaſonable Creatures can 
tale in an Advancement ſo purchaſed, but that of hiding 
the Sir-names of their Families (which they ſhall have 
made deteſt able) under the covering of Titles. 
This is not, my Lord, talking paſſionately, but plainly 
and honeſtly; and I do not do ſuch Men, if there are 
ſuch, Injury; but they do me, and every Commoner of 
England Injury, by treacherouſly attempting to facilitate 


the Paſſage of this dreadful Bill into a Law, that may 


enſlave. their preſent Equals, and contriving to partake 


of the Tyranny over them obtained by ſuch their Perſidi- 
>- - ot * | 


o 


© My Lord, what I promiſed to mant ain, was, that 


the Bill is made for an Ariſtecrach; and, indeed, it 
Seems to me calculated for nothing elſe ; nay; it has 


not ſo, much as the Appearance of any thing elſe; for 
tho* a Man of Honour, that is to ſay, a Man ef Con- 


ſcious Integrity, knows that he is 4 Peer for the Sake 


of his fellow Subjefts, and that this Right is weſted in 
him and his Family for the ſake of Society, not for 
himſelf and Succeſſors only; yet is there no part of S.. 


ciety conſider'd in this Bill, but meerly the Peers and 


Wobles. Tour Lordſhip, who has declared againſt it, 
has. obJerved this with proper Care of the Preregative, 


give. me leave to declare the ſame, not only in Zehalf of 


the Prerogative, bit alſo that of the People. The Lords 
exerciſe 8 Power in the laſt Reſource of Juſtice; and 


an Appeal, they ſay, lies to them from the Courts of 


Weſtminfter-Hall for determining all the Property of Great 
Britain; and yet they are willing to havea. Law, which 


muſt neceſſarily diſable them from being a Court of Fuſt ice 
that is, 4 capable court ef Juſties for the future. The | 
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Bill even provides for their I1ſufficiency as to this purpoſe 
and there is 4 Clauſe, which, inſtead of looking out 
Fer great and knowing Men, is very careful to l-avc 
Power in the King to give Titles, in caſe of Extinctions, 
to Minors, But much at the ſame time is the Partiality 
of the Bill that Females are to be excluded from their 


future Right, as if a Lady of good Senſe were not as ca- 


pable of bringing into the World a Man of Senſe, as 


4 B'y under Age is of becoming 4 Man of Juſtice and 
Honour from the meer Recommendation of his Fortune ;, 
for it is not to be doubted but that wou'd be his beſt 
Pretenſion; but Lords have thought it more eligible to 
bave in viem the providing rich Husbands for their 
Daugitcrs from among the Commons, than leaving it to 


| of meriterius Commoner]. : n ; 


Tius, my Lord, you ſee the Ari ſtocracy is already 


ſſeet out by this Bill, for all the Proviiſons and Limita- 


tions of it regard only the Titles and Honours of the 


Peers, and a prodigious Care is taken that no one ſhould 
' ſuffer from p ſſidle Contingencies and diſtant Incidents 


among themſelves, but no regard had to the known im- 
mediate preſent Rights of thoſe who do mt ſit in their 


J uſe, but have title ef Election into it; there is no 


difficulty of deſtroying thoſe. whom they know to have 
Titles, but they are prodigious tender of hurting who 
may have Titles of which they do not know. Aid we 
Commoners are ſppos'd not to have Eyeſight enough to 
fee through this noble Sabtlety. The Lords will be Fuug es 
and give and admit to whom they pleaſe incid ental Claims 
but Extiuftions are to be ſupplyed orly by the King, and 
be mig ht ro ſibly give them to Perſons they ſhauld not like. 
Tye worthiest Circumſt a ce in the Bill, is the Favour 
and Notice taken of the Title in the Dutheſs of Bucclugh 
4 dif good Senſe, Virtue, and all manner of Merit are 


Reaſons fur loneuring any Perſon i in their Deſcendants, 


the Heir: o, that vluſtrious Lady have indiſputable Pre- 
| b : ten- 


It is held by true Politicians 


— n Tl — — 


N „ 5 
tenſions, and 1 hope the Kirg will never want the Asli: 
ance of bis Legiſlature for confering it upon them, witk- 
out the Aſiſtance of ſuch a Bill as this ig. + | 


— are 
# 


To conclude, My Lord, the Reſtraint of the Peers to 


à certain Number will render the Houſe uſeleſs, becauſe 


it is well none that the grea Buſineſs is always carried on. 


by Mep created firſt in their own Per ſuns; and if all 
ſuch were nowto be cxcluded, I need not ſay what would 
be the ability ef the Houſe: (© | 
When they ar- confin'd to a Number, the moſt Pow- 
erful of them will have the reſt under their Direction; 
and all the Property diſputed before them will be beſtow- 
ed not by Judgment, but by Vote and Humour, or Worſe. 
Judges ſo made by the blind Order of Birth, will be ca- 
able of no other Way of Deciſion. It is ſaid that 
7 — attends Property, it is as true that Power will 
command Property; and I am at Liberty to ſay, that 
according to the Degeneracy' of Humane Nature, the 
Lords may as well grow corrupt as other Men z and if they 
ſhould do ſo; how will this be amended but by the Con- 


nt of thoſe who ſhall become fo corrupt? What ſhall'we 


then ſay.? Shall we expoſe Qur ſelves to probable Evils, 


with the Proſpect of impiflible Remedies againſthem ? 


I will por infinuate any. ning from the Sufpicions or 
Dangers that.may very well be expected willariſe from the 


Impatiene= of thoſe new Nobles, who are not to be ſeat- 


ed in th# Houſe *ti!] another Seſſion of Parliament, bur 
am at liberty to ſuppoſe that Seffion would not be very far 
off after this Bill ſhould become a Law; Te is hardly to 
be read (ſetivuſly, when the Bilh in a grave Stile and ſober 
Contradictiof has thęeſe Words, The twenty fe Peers on the 
Part of the Peerage ef Scotland, as if they who, were made 
mſte:d of 'the Peers of Sofland, could without Banter, be 
call'd Peers on the Part of the Peerage of Fcbtlaud. The 
true Deſcription of them is Peers made, when the Peers 
of Scotland were no more to be Peers, for tliè Titles reſt- 
ing in their Families, without Hopes of Sucteſſion in the 
Perrage and Legiſlature, is only a Bar againſt any Par- 
ticipariofi of: Power and Intereſt in their Country. It ia 
putting them into a Condition of Papiſts Convict, as te 
what ought to be moſt dear to them, their Honour and 


Reputation, 8 
a molt dangerous thing to 


A 


2 give 
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Live the meaneſt of the People juſt Cauſe of Provocation 
much more to enrage Men of Spirit and Diſtinſtion, and 
that with downright Injuries, - | 
We mayflatter our ſelves that Property is always the 
Source of Power; but Earl Mar, who led and command- 
ed Men of much greater Property than himſelf, is an In- 
* Nance that Property, like all other Poſſeſſions, has its E- 
1 to the Talents and Abilities of the Owner ; 
And as it is allowed that Learning and Courage are very 
common Qualities in that Nation, I ſhould think it not 
very adviſable .tq:provoke thergreateſt, and for ought we 
can tell, the heſt Men amongſt them. | | 
Thus we are bar'd from making this Law by prudentia 
Rules, as well as from the inviolable Rule af Juſtice anc 
common Right with Relation to the Scorch Peers; but i 
we conſider the Matter, with regard to the King's Prero- | 
gative, this Law would diminiſh. it to an irreparable De- | 
gree; anꝗ it is a ſtrange time to take away Power, when it 
is in the Paſſeſſion of 2 Prince who uſes it with ſo much 
Moderation, that he is willing to refign it 3 but we are to 
confider the the Prerogative as part of the Eſtate of the 
Crown, arid nat conſent to the taking it out of the Crown, 
ill we fee juſt Occafion for it. : „ 
' Hls Majeſty's Indulgence makes it ſafe in his Royal 
Breaſt, and we know of nothing any other of the Familiy 
has done to alter it for fear of him. If others ha ve oo 
' Apprehenfians, from whenceſoever they ariſe, they ſhall 
ſpeak them, and prove them, juſt before they have any 
boneſt Man's Vote for altering the Eſtate in che Crown, 
he Prerogative can do — Bow when Miniſters, do their 
uty, but 2 ſettled Number of Peers may abuſe their 
Power, when no Man is anſwerable for them, or can call 
them to an Aceount for their Encroachments. +. L 
know it is faid;/and'that very truly, the manner of their 
Power will be the. ſame as now, but then the Applica - 
tion*of it may be altered when they are an 2 ble 
Body. Schemas of Grandeur Ne can be form'd 
tolinyade the Property, as well as Liberty of their Fellow - 
Subjects ; which would, according to the preſent Eſta- 
bhblifhment, be vain to undertake, when they are ſubject ta 
Alteration before their Projects could be ripen d into Prac- 


dice aud „ eee 5 x 
As for any ſudden and ſurprizing Way of Creation, that 


lies before the Legiſlature for Cenſure, and the. great Di- 


Wight ion which all Creations bring upon the King's 
| | if 5 1 


| X32 5 
4 Is a fafficient defence againſt the abuſive Employment of 
4 that Authority this Way. For when the King makes Peers, 
2 de makes perpetual Opponents of his Will and Power, 
Je if they ſhall think fit; which one Conſideration c. not 
d- but render frequent Creations terrible to the Crown. 
This Conſtitution has ſubſiſted in Spight of Convulii- 
E- ons and Factions without reſtraining or expreſſing the Ex- 
ES - tent 6f the Legiſlative Powers; nor js it poſſible for any 
ry Man, or Aſſembly of Mei, to circumſcribe their Diſtindl =_ 
ot Authorities : No, they are to be left eternally at large, ; 
NG and Safety of each Part, and the good of the Whole, are 1 
to he the Rules of their Conduct. And as tis impoſſible b 
to fore ſee all the Circumſtances which mult arife before 
them, there is no other ſafe Way, but leaving them at 
large, as vigilant nod Jul each other, equally uncon- 
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fin'd, but by Reaſon and Juſtice. _ 
Hence it is, my Lord, that 1 have always aſſerted, that 
if there was any Outrage committed in the Caſe of the 
Twelye Gentlemen, the Peers ſhould have then witk- 
ſtood the receiving of them, or done what they thought f 
fit at another Seaſori for their Satisfaction, and not when | 
it is too late, inſtead of aſſerting their Liberties, meditate - 
their [itdre Security in unreaſoanble Conceſſions from the | 
0 4 40d Diſcouragements upon the Merit of the Com- 
ons. hy. _ ; whe | \ 
I have, my Lord, lain under unjuſt Imputations of ) 
turning the Perſons and Characters of Men in preſent | 
into rsdicule; but. as I abhor to do any thing but what. [ 
I think Lmay defend; I neither have nor will preſume to | 
0% ſuch a Licence, but leave it to Gentlemens own Mo- 
Pty and Reflection, to conſider whether they can rea- 
10 ably think the Conſummation of the Engliſh Glory and 
etit is to cloſe and reſt in their Perſons. 


Alter the Bill has ſufficiently provided for the Ariſto- 
etacy over theſe Dominions, it goes into a kind of Oeæco- 
my and Order among theraſelves, which relates to 
their Nobility and not to their Peerage ; we plain Men 
and Commoners will not diſpute about any thing which 
we know. to be merely trifling and ornamental; and if 
they will be i rem a Power in them as Peers, 
they ſhall be Dukes, Marqueſſes, Earls, or whatever 
other Words they pleaſe, without our Envy or Oppoſi- 
tion, But when we come ſeriouſly: to conſider what f 
we are going to do, we mult take the Liberty to be very, | 
a 1s the laſt time that it may be in our power 

make a Stand for our ſelves and our Poſterity; and | 

| | Noblemen 
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Nablemen cannot blame Commoners, who are as ſhy 
in beſtowing, as they are importunate in urging the 
Grant of ſuch a Power in themſel ves, which can be of 


no Uſe or Advantage but to themſelves; at the fame 


time one cannot reſiſt obſerving to them, that, with re - 


ſpect to the Prerogati ve, the Peerage of Scotland, and the 
Rights of the whole Body of the People of Great - Britain, 
they cannot be more exorbitant in the uſe of this Bill, 
ſhould it become a Law, thar in the Circumſtances under 
which they ſend it to us for our Concurrence 3 and 'tis 
not Thirſt of Power, but Moderation in the Demands 
made of it, can recommend Men to further Trnft ; and 
we cannot apprehend but that which would be founded 
on Uſurpation, would be exerted in Tyranny. But, my 
Lord, it is to be hop'd this unreaſonable Bill will be en- 
tirely rejacted, when no one can pretend to amend' what 
is in its very Nature incorrigible, for it would be in vain 
to attempt a Superſtructure, which iow en to be approv'd, 
upon a Foundation which deſeryes nothing but Indignati- 
on and Contempt. It is a melancholly Conſideration, that 
under the Preſſure of Debts, the Neceſſities of a War, 
the Perplexities of Trade, and the Calamities of the 
Poor, the Legiſlature ſhould thus ba taken up and em- 
Ploy'd in the Schemes for the Advancement of the Power, 

Pride and Luxury of the Rich and Noble: I ſpeak not 
this, my Lord, to ſpread Diſcontents or ſow Diviſions, 
but to compoſe and heal them; I ſpeak of it in Charity 
to all Men, and addreſs it to one, towards whom of all o- 


” 


the Matter before us'diveſted of every thing that ſhould 


der the Sanction of a Law, we will, make no more, for 

we ſhall have'no'Occafion for any more. 
LE _ | Accuſat Catalina Cetheywn, © © 
It appears indeed very unlikely any more ſhould be 


wanted; if all that is wanted is to prevent the ſuriden and 
5 occa⸗ 
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Number, to which the 


Tragedian: 


8) 3 


occa fional Increaſe of Peers, a more eaſy Method for that 


-purp'zſe is obvious, to wit, a Prohibition to fit and vote in 
Parfiament, till after a convenient Diſtance of Time after 
their Creation, I ſpeak not this as I approve even ſuch a 
Remedy, for every Power of Parliament (as is already 


obſ-rv'd ) has from the Ræaſon of the thing, and their di- 
ſtinct Safety, proper Limit:tions, as well as Privileges ; but 


I name that Expedient only » ſhow that more is ask'd than 


is wanted; and when more is asked than wanted, it can- 


not be thought unfair to ſuſpect much more is to be done 


with the ſup-rfluous Power than is acknowledg'd ; the for- 
mer Conduct of the Houſe of Peers, of admitting or op- 


poſing Creations of the Crown, ſhows that they well know 
they haye Power of ſo doing when the Reaſon of the thing 

ives them Authority for it, much more when Reafon di- 
K. tes that their very Exiſtence, as a Houſe of Parliament, 


is truck at, as in the Caſe of pouring in new Members in 
the midſt of their D-bates. „ en 


The latter End of the Bill ſeems to have ſome Compaſ- 


ſian towards the preroga tive, and enacts ſomethings Gra- 


cious towards the Deſcendants of the Sovereign hefore the 


Commencement of the Atiſtocracy. Provided alævays never- 
#heleſs, that nothing in this Act contained ſhall be taken, or con- 


rued to lay any Reftraint upon the King's Majeſty, bis Heirs' os 


| Succefſors, from advancing or promoting any Peer, having Vote and 
Seat in Parliament, to any higher Rank or Degree of Dignity or 


Nobility; nor from creating. or making any of the Princes of the Blaod 


Peers of Great Britain, or Lords' of Parliament, and ſuch Princes 


of the Blood, ſo created, fare. not be eſteemed to b any Part of ihe 
eers of Great Britain are by this Act re- 

* ; 3 e 4 
You ſee, my Lord, the Grace and Favour which ( as 
ſoon as all their own Pofterity, and Accidents that could 
befall them, are provided for) is moſt bounteouſly beſtow- 
ed upon the Children of the Royal Family; as this Good- 
neſs.is. coufer d. on thoſe of it who are not yet entitled to 
that Honbur, it is to be preſum'd, in ſpight of all ground- 
leſs Infinutions that are ſpread abroad, nothing veſted in 
othefe of them will be aſſaulted, but that whatever be 


comes of this Bill, their preſent Eſtates their then re- 
- maining Eſtates will be fil} inviolable. I am con- 


fident none will deſerve any other; and as all human 


Na ture is ſubject to Infirmities, thoſe are moſt excuſable 


hich grow upon the Dignity of our Nature. I will 
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w21Tno more upon this tender Place, but ſay Vith the 
"1 * ny int | 


Pyrrhus is violent, bnt he ſincere, Te 
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To conclude, my, Lord, I will nog doubt . 


"its 9 4 be ſufficiently rats auſe whic 
concerns the Subject, from Wy heben to th 2 15 BD 
[that ſince the Houls has given this Affair ſuch 
ſage, as to call a full Aſſembly to 5 Pre rot, a6 the 
Fil infallibly end according to Jp} uftice 3 for L Pee 
4 the. Liberty of England In anger at ach 6 a. Pacids 
Rancors, 1 ities, and 151 1 2020 1871 n. com 
mon Danger ; 3 à and 1 doubt nor bug hes Foal, 11 15 ie 
ed a. Hearing before this full A | oubled 
at 4 I. cannot lea ve off till I have e Jeb e 
ble a and generous Touth, h pleaded for f he e 
Day, a in, wh could net him in th * amiable Þ 5 
ure wl ꝛars in my, enge 15 rt 0 
Ts Gallon jets. The. Reno, the. E. ſh ,Virtt K 5 
| loſt, While a young Nobleman is conten wh Againſt 'a Po 
Ver as a: 175 d high bh has ſo 177 cn to 212 
Son ; filial Piety to his Country a0 5 ity. had po 
_ wh lon » but work d. together to rea! thrq” 2; Modeſty 
withheld hi tom taking a leadi ing Par rein 2 
glorious Contention : Many who are . to 15 Fa e- 
reſt and Fortune, will, I hope, ang t apprpas ag 
: cxlign,.0r e e bs ha ier t 


© theLegiſlature e 2 indi: ain iu exif thr s then 
ves accordingeo.the 1 55 ve int 2 . 
ons, the en ets 1775 NAR \s forme, Ds 
þ = ei ys Oz. from Lov or Tuſtic ha . irtue, 
21 at th rance . lifted my 
. Head out urit 10 daes, Nac and. * 


it enough to — — and celebrate, their noble „ 
bei it _—_ for n me to be Es and forgiven. r 


* * — 
. . , ” 4*. TY 
* a 4 o 


Law «ty [in on = Bag 


